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POLICE DOGS — MIDWEST AND GOLDFIELDS 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.05 pm]: Last week, it was my pleasure to announce 
a boost to frontline police operations in the midwest and goldfields through the deployment of two dual-purpose 
police dogs and their handlers. Both these dogs are Malinois, a variety of Belgian Shepherd. This breed is used across 
the world, including at the White House in Washington. They are highly valued for their intelligence, and their 
capacity to both sniff out such things as explosives and drugs, and also participate in the apprehension of dangerous 
and armed assailants. When United States’ Navy Seals identified and killed Osama bin Laden, they were assisted 
in their mission by a Belgian Malinois called Cairo. Reports indicate that it was another Belgian Malinois who ran 
down Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi last weekend. Belgian Malinois also play an important role in combating rhino 
poaching in Kruger National Park in South Africa. While our police dogs may not be called upon for such tasks, 
this is clear evidence of the esteem with which the breed is held by law enforcement agencies around the world. 

Police dog Maverick, and his handler, Senior Constable Kandic, are due to arrive in Geraldton for duty this week. 
Police Dog Whiskey, and his handler, First Class Constable McDonald, will deploy to Kalgoorlie before the end of 
the year. Both dogs will have undergone nearly 18 months of intensive training in tracking, searching, apprehension 
of violent offenders, obedience, and narcotic and cash detection. It is the first time that these districts have had 
dogs with such versatile capabilities. Most police dogs are trained to one of two tasks—either the detection of 
illicit drugs, or the apprehension of offenders. Maverick and Whiskey are dual-purpose trained; that is, they are 
trained both as sniffer dogs and also to assist officers when confronting potentially violent offenders. 
Police dogs play an important role in keeping our community safe. So far this year in regional Western Australia, 
police dogs have assisted in the arrest of a significant number of offenders, sniffed out around $170 000 worth of 
methamphetamine and 4.8 kilograms of cannabis, and more than $50 000 in cash. 
These dogs are a welcome addition to the Western Australia Police Force. They are highly trained, can detect what 
human officers might not be able to hear or smell, and will help keep our officers safe as they pursue their duties. 
I am sure that members of the house will join me in wishing police dogs Maverick and Whiskey and their handlers 
every success in their work to keep the people of the midwest and goldfields safe. 
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